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Simply reach into the fullness of human life; wherever you get hold of it, it will be interesting.
Goethe

The fascination of sociology lies in the fact that its perspective makes us see in a new light the very world in which we have lived all our lives.
Peter Berger 




COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This course traces the intellectual history of sociology as a discipline, covering the important theoretical contributions of established classical and contemporary theorists.  A course on “Sociological Theory” could conceivably encompass an inexhaustible list of theorists, texts, and ideas.  Since a semester is definitely not enough time to cover the very long and rich history of sociological thought – which becomes even more unmanageable when one looks beyond the typical list of Western theorists – I have created a list of texts and theorists that will focus on ‘classical theory’.  Any sociologist should have a sufficient background in the theoretical foundations of the discipline.  Since Marx, Weber, and Durkheim are generally recognized as the ‘three-legged stool’ upon which sociological work has been built, we will spend a good deal of time exploring their work.  These theorists are revered as important figures in the development of sociology because of their outstanding scholarship, far-reaching insight, lasting relevance, and the standard of excellence they set for contemporary scholars.  We will also look to some other of my favorite classical and contemporary theorists whose work lies largely outside of the classical cannon – those generated by lesser known European intellectuals, female sociologists, and theorists of color. We will focus throughout the course on the continuing relevance of these theorists’ ideas for understanding our social world today as we discuss major paradigm shifts in sociological theorizing.  



COURSE OBJECTIVES

· To understand how key sociological thinkers approached understanding the nature of modern society and the theories that emerged from their observations.
· To understand how classical theories inform current debates in the discipline and to trace the evolution of sociological ideas.
· To learn about the origins of the field of sociology – the historical context in which it emerged, what it studied and why, and how classical theorists shaped the newly emerging discipline.
· To accomplish the final stage in becoming junior sociologists: to learn and emulate the various theoretical approaches through which sociologists study the social world, further enhancing your ability to think sociological.
· To become better readers by engaging in deep rather than surface learning
· To learn about and practice a variety of cognitive learning strategies, further develop your capacity for ‘critical thinking,’ and engage in metacognitive or self-regulatory learning strategies.
· To develop the advanced writing skills necessary for success in upper level courses, particularly Senior Thesis, the Sociology Capstone course.


COURSE MATERIALS: 

I have ordered several texts for the course through the university bookstore.  However, I highly recommend buying used or online if you are interested in finding the same books at a lower cost.  The required texts are:

Karl Marx & Frederick Engels  [1970]   The German Ideology Part I  (International Publishers)
Max Weber   [1930]  The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism  (Routledge, reprinted in 1992)
Erving Goffman   [1959]  The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life  (Anchor Books)
C. Wright Mills  [1959]  The Sociological Imagination  (Oxford UP)

Many readings are also posted on our Canvas page. Readings should be completed before the day for which they are assigned.  Prior to watching recorded discussions or lectures, you should have read, critically thought about, and developed questions about what you have read.  Some of the readings are very difficult.  I suggest using the assigned reading guides to help you take notes as you read – this will be invaluable when it comes to writing papers for the course.






COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

There is simply no way around the fact that this course will require intensive reading and scrupulous writing/rewriting.  You will need to watch or listen to all materials posted online as this will be our time to work through – sometimes tediously – each text so that students come to understand the theories and ideas presented.  This course will require a significant amount of weekly preparation; many of the texts are written in a style that will seem foreign to you and will therefore take longer to read than normal.  The only fair way to assess your knowledge about the course material is through writing – I do not believe that exams allow you to communicate theoretical understanding – so evaluation will be based mostly on the papers you write. Your grade in the course will be based on several components: 

CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION (~17% of grade): Class preparation, “attendance”, and participation are central components to the online learning experience in SOC 4710.  You are expected to keep up with the readings and to participate in class activities, including listening to voice-over PowerPoint lectures and watching recorded class sessions. Your participation grade will be based on being present for weekly activities (completing assignments given at the end of lectures to ensure “attendance” and watching or listening to online lectures and discussions) as well as the quality of your participation on discussion boards. Here are the:
· Behaviors that count: asking questions, answering questions, making comments that are relevant to the text and personal experience. 
· Value-added behaviors that put your contributions over the top: responding to something another student writes, answering a question answered by a student, constructively disagreeing with something in the text or said in a discussion board by me or another student
· Behaviors to avoid: not providing thoughtful responses, simply repeating what others have said on a discussion board, saying you agree with another student but not adding to the discussion, making fun or otherwise berating something said by another student.
There are 15 weeks in the semester, meaning that each week you can earn roughly 6 points for participation and preparation. I completely understand that you might not have time to participate fully each and every week this semester. However, your input, especially in discussions, is essential to the success of this class and the materials I’ve created are essential to your coming to understand sociological theory.

READING GUIDES (~17% of grade): I have created a series of reading guides intended to increase comprehension of the most difficult texts. These guides will help you to focus on key concepts and major theoretical arguments.  There are twenty guides in all, you will be expected to complete and turn in at least 10, worth 10 points each, for a total of 100 points. If you complete all 20 reading guides, this extra effort will result in a higher participation grade.

PAPERS (~65% of grade): Your grade in the course is primarily based on four 4-6 page papers.  Topics and due dates will be discussed later.  There are 7 paper options from which you will select 4.  


OTHER GUIDELINES

Late assignments are not acceptable. Make every effort to turn assignments in early if you are traveling, etc. If you have trouble making a deadline please talk to me as soon as you can.

All papers should be typed, double-spaced, and are to include proper citation. All assignments will be turned in via assignment drop box on Blackboard. 

A note on writing:  I take writing very seriously and believe that effectively communicating your thoughts through writing is an indispensable skill – one that will obviously help you throughout your college career and hopefully when you enter the ‘real world’.  Your papers will be graded on style, grammar, and syntax as well as content.  Though I do not allow re-writes, I will do whatever is in my power to help you become more effective writers.  I suggest using your peers (or the writing center on campus) to help edit and revise drafts.  Be attentive at all times to your writing: Do your words say what you want them to say?  If you are worried about your writing or are struggling with developing a paper topic, I am always available to meet with you.  I expect you to take the initiative, however, and to use all the resources available to you!!! When in doubt, keep in mind that I am looking for a few things in all your written work: active voice, detail, evidence of extensive thought, substantial connections between ideas, use of all relevant course material, critical analysis, and connecting your experiences and thoughts to course material (your brain should hurt a little after you’ve written a really good paper!!).


GRADING SYSTEM:  

Your grade will be based on the following point scheme:

Papers (4) 			400pts 
Reading Guides (10)		100pts
Participation			100pts

Total				600pts
		
Final grades will be determined according to the following scale:


A   	93-100
A-  	90-92

B+   87-89
B     83-86
B-    80-82
C+  75-79
C    70-74

D+  65-69
D    60-64

F   00-59

COMMUNICATION

I strongly encourage you to discuss course materials and assignments (and anything else!) with me.  Please contact me by email or phone to talk about the materials. I am here to help you succeed in the course and am happy to do so!!

If at any time you are experiencing difficulty in completing the requirements of this course, please contact me as soon as possible.  I do not want your performance in the class to be adversely affected by any challenges you may be facing, whether academically or personally.  If I am aware of your situation I am more likely to be responsive to a variety of issues and willing to do what I can to help.  Deferred grades and incompletes will not be given out unless it has been discussed with me prior to the end of the semester AND there is some serious medical or personal problem that has prevented you from completing the course requirements on time.  


Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity free from fraud and deception and is an educational objective at UNO.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students.  Violations of academic integrity can result in course failure, suspension and even expulsion from the university.


 Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the presentation of others’ ideas as if they were your own.  When you write a paper, create a project, do a presentation or create anything original, it is assumed that all of the work—except for that which is attributed to another author or creator—is your own.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

1. Copying word for word from another source and not giving that source credit.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another and not giving that source credit.
3. Adopting a particularly apt phrase as your own.
4. Using an image or copy of an image without crediting its source.
5. Paraphrasing someone else’s line of thinking in the development of a topic as if it were your own.
6. Receiving excessive help from a friend or elsewhere, or using another project as if it were your own.

It has come to my attention that some students are under the impression that they can copy text from the internet and paste it into their papers.  This is plagiarism plain and simple and you will be caught!!  It is not hard these days for instructors to detect and discover this form of copying another’s work – if you can find it on the web, so can I.  All source material from the internet must be cited in the same way you would cite an article or book.


Students with Disabilities

UNO encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities.  If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions about physical access, please tell me as soon as possible.



	
 COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNED READINGS (THIS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

	 day
	 topic
	 Readings

	 Week 1   origins of the modern worldview

	8/21-8/27
	overview of the course 
	READ THIS SYLLABUS and start thinking about course requirements

	
	the sociological perspective
	Mills, Chapter 1

	 Week 2    the invention of modern social theory 

	8/28-
9/3
	the origins of sociology
	Comte, “Plan of the Scientific Operations Necessary for Reorganizing Society”
Martineau, from Society in America, and “Domestic Service”
Douglass, “The Church and Prejudice” and “My Slave Experience in Maryland”

	 Week 3    … modern social theory

	9/4-
9/10
	Marx/Engels
	the german ideology pp.39-68

	 Week 4   … modern social theory

	9/10-
9/17
	Marx/Engels
	“Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts” pp. 70-81

	
	
	“Wage labor and capital” pp. 203-217




	 Week 5   Writing Workshop 

	9/18-
9/24
	Watching/Analyzing Films 
	Workshop “ATTENDENCE” REQUIRED

	
 Week 6   The classical period of sociological theory

	9/25-
10/1
	introduction to the classical period
	Gilman, from Women and Economics
Dubois, from The Souls of Black Folks 

Turn in Paper Option 1  

	 Week 7 …classical period

	10/2-
10/8
	Durkheim
	from Suicide, pp. 241-276 and  277-294 


	 Week 8  …classical period

	10/9-
10/15
	Durkheim

	Elementary Forms of Religious Life pp. 1-44 and 418-448 



	
 Week 9 …classical period

	10/16-10/22
	Weber

	Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism  Part I and Part II, chapter 4 section A “Calvinism”

	
 Week 10 …classical period 

	10/23-
10/29
	Weber

	Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism Part II, chapter 5

	
	
	“Class, Status, Party”  pp. 180-195
“Bureaucracy” pp. 196-204 

Turn in Paper Option 2

	 Week 11 from classical to modern sociological theory

	10/30-
11/5
	Simmel  
	“Metropolis and mental life”

	
	introduction
	Mead, from Mind, Self & Society
Berger & Luckmann, from The Social Construction of Reality 


	
 Week 12  …modern sociological theory

	11/6-
11/12
	Goffman

	Presentation of Self  “Performances” pp. 17-76, “Teams” pp. 77-105, “Regions and Region Behavior” pp. 106-140, “Discrepant Roles” and “Communication out of Character”  pp. 141-167

Turn in Paper Option 3

	 Week 13  …modern sociological theory 

	11/13-
11/19
	Feminist Theories
	Lorber, “Social Construction of Gender”
Butler, from Gender Trouble 

Turn in Paper Option 4

	 Week 14   No Classes – Thankstaking Break

	 Week 15   contemporary theoretical perspectives

	11/27-
12/3
	Critical Theory
	Habermas, “The Public Sphere” 
Marcuse, selections from One-Dimensional Man 

Turn in Paper Option 5

	 Week 16   contemporary theoretical perspectives

	12/4-
12/10
	Poststructural Theories
Postmodern Theories
	Foucault, from History of Sexuality 
Baudrillard, “Consumer Society” and “Simulacra and Simulation” 



	 Final Exam Week  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Turn in Paper Option 6 or 7 by 5pm CDT on Wednesday December 13
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